
Afternoon Worship
March 26, 2017, 4:30PM

Call to Worship
Psalm 100

Prayers

God’s Greetings
1 Peter 1:1-2

Songs
#100 “Holy, Holy, Holy!”
Ps. 1A “That Man Is Blessed”

Prayer

Sermon Text
Matthew 16:13-20 (p. 822); 7:13-29 (p. 812)
Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 31

Sermon
The Master Key to the Kingdom of Heaven: Knowing Your King

Prayer

Song
#164 “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

God’s Blessing
2 Corinthians 13:14



Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 31 
83. What is the Office of the Keys?

The preaching of the Holy Gospel and Christian discipline; by these two the kingdom of 
heaven is opened to believers and shut against unbelievers.[1]

[1] Mt 16:18-19, 18:18; Lk 24:46-47; Jn 20:21-23; 1 Cor 1:23-24


84. How is the kingdom of heaven opened and shut by the preaching of the Holy 
Gospel?

In this way: that, according to the command of Christ, it is proclaimed and openly 
witnessed to believers, one and all, that as often as they accept with true faith the 
promise of the Gospel, all their sins are really forgiven them of God for the sake of 
Christ’s merits; and on the contrary, to all unbelievers and hypocrites, that the wrath of 
God and eternal condemnation abide on them so long as they are not converted.[1] 
According to this testimony of the Gospel, God will judge men both in this life and in 
that which is to come.

[1] Isa 58:1; Mt 16:19; Jn 3:31-36, 8:24, 20:21-23; Acts 10:43; 2 Cor 2:15-16


85. How is the kingdom of heaven shut and opened by Christian discipline?

In this way: that, according to the command of Christ, if any under the Christian name 
show themselves unsound either in doctrine or in life, and after several brotherly 
admonitions do not turn from their errors or evil ways, they are complained of to the 
Church or to its proper officers; and, if they neglect to hear them also, are by them 
denied the holy sacraments and thereby excluded from the Christian communion, and 
by God Himself from the kingdom of Christ; and if they promise and show real 
amendment, they are again received as members of Christ and His Church.[1]

[1] Mt 18:15-20; Lk 15:20-24; 1 Cor 5:3-5, 11-13; 2 Cor 2:6-11; 2 Thes 3:14-15; 2 Jn 10-11
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